The View from the Top

Befure you slep your rig aexl Lime, take a minote bo check a few
things out.You should ook it over to help provent any potential
pmf:rlems and there amc a fow acliustmﬂnts to check. You don't necd
a fardure that meay pul vou oul of a race this season. A lew millime-
ters can be all there i bebween having your mast standing or letting
the wind and gravity bring it gsght back down.

“our mast can be elighthy bent from last scason, and the spreaders
and intermediates may have moved siace the last time they were
checked, With the Star satling seazon just starting up for many, s
a good time to chock your g and make sure that its seady,

Tuning: Today's new masts come pretty eeady to go. The mast
manmnifactures do a good job of preseting the spreaders and the

imtermediates, A fow days of zood pressure can seat things a bit, s0

even 4 new omast should be rechecked, [F vou have a zeazon or owo
on your mast (Fs way past ime ko check your settings. 1 check mine
guite a few times throughoul each year. Check to make sure thar
your mast is stratght. Small adjustments are casy, particularly at the
top where the welding has made the mast less resilient. I you are
careluf, vou can straighten a mast that's been very bent,

Before the 2000 Olympic Toals, we mlled to windward and
dipped he pole in the drink for 2 (ew seconds.  As snan as il b,
Magnus pushed the inboard end up the mast. Although the mast
didn't break, it was pretty bent up, We were able 1o straighten
bends that were both sideways and fore and aft.

Aszaming that your intermediates are al the spreader vpe, they
need ke be adjusted before attaching them to the spreaders. Puli the
uppet shroud down abong the front of the mast and mark the inside
bearng poiot on the mast. 1F vou have a Spartech, make sure Lo
leave the zmall spacer in. You can put a phillips screwdiiver
through it be hold i in place and make a mark in line with the lower
cdge. Measure down iom this point 2 1516" {75mm) and make
annther mark, Now pul] the intermediates down and adjusk so that
the ingide boanng point s 1n hine with this mark, Make sure you
tighten the locking nut. After installing the spreaders, te some
twine or shock cord tightly between the tips {nght around the
shrouds} and measure to the back of the mast, checling the sweep
of the spreaders. This normally comes at 5" and this works fioe.

At this point I also make swre that the line from Hp to tip is perpen-
dicular to the sicde of the mast butt plug. This can be checked by
using a Jevel or you can line up a batten on the butt plug and check
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o see il ' 1o hne.with the twine hetween the spreader bps. 1Fyvou
haven't checked this for a while it will most likely need a Tittle

adfusting,

Maintenanee check your mast heae sheave and balvard lock, They
normaliy don't have problems, but make sure ehat the pin that
holds them in iz seguee. The lower pin that holds the halyard lock
also holds the upper shrouds. {Thie pin broke on Peter Beomby at
this year's Bprings.} Take a very close Jook at the main halyard ar
the shackle and at the ball ko make zure there are no hroken wires.
This should be replaced at least every few years.You shauld take off
the jib box and check all of the screws inside and make sure that
they are tight. Check the ball sheave that the jib halyard runs

carcund. 1f vou haven't kept the b halyard waxed it will wear out

gwckly{don't forget to wax it!). Before reinstalling, check all the
screws holes.

Last year, before the teaads, I found a crack from the tup serew hole
mto the cubout. It was starting to crack from the hole bowart] the
side as well. Mo gquestion that it would have broken soon. Laonk
around the spreacer bracket ane make sure that it's std] tightly rivet
ed to the mast. 1f not, you can re-rivel t usiog staanless mivels.
Iake sure when riveting anything to your mast to use something to
insulate it. T use Adymibastic. [f you have a collar around the
mast, a8 was uzed on many Folli's, make sure that thepe 15 still 2
prece of plastic under it to insulate it from the aluminum mast. I've
seen quite a few masts break off aL this poinl. Wipe the wires off
with some MEK or acetone. It's & good idea to replace the rod e
ging preasignally. Tve seen wires break within 1 year-- and have
scen them last for many years. The intermeciates and headstays
seem to break the most, and fortunately, neither vsually causes a
broken mast.

The bower diagonal shrouds and the outer lower cap shroud are
more ¢ritical. Check the shock cord that's ted from backstay to
backstay near the spreaders. Thie should still have soine siretch left
vtk angd be about Glong. [Fit's too long, the leeward backstay can
get canght aronnd the spreader Bp on a jibe. Tve been putting
Starbright on my mast to keep it fom getting diny, and spraying
some MMcLube in the saif slot to make the sail move up and down 3
Linle easice With the Spartceh masts make sure to tape your
spreader tips before standing the Az Tor bwo reasons: The Bolts have
been known to back out and they are also a bit sharp, which has
aipped many maing at starts and mark roundings.



